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MERIDIAN PARK 
Statement by Member for Burns Beach 

MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [12.59 pm]: As many present know, creating jobs for the good people of 
Burns Beach is one of my highest priorities. On 8 March, I was joined by the Premier and the member for 
Wanneroo in visiting Meridian Park in Neerabup. Although the site is in the neighbouring electorate of Wanneroo, 
it is of vital long-term importance to my community, especially those who are struggling to find work at present. 
Meridian Park is one of three future sites that will be brought under the soon to be developed industrial lands 
authority. This will help reduce red tape and encourage local job creation. I thank the Premier and the 
Minister for Planning; Lands for the fantastic work that they have done on this initiative. I would like to 
acknowledge the role of Darren Smith from Armada Construction Group in employing local tradespeople in the 
development of Meridian Park. It is my understanding that he and his workers have to date developed 10 businesses 
in Meridian Park, which is a fantastic achievement for him and industry in our state. I would also like to 
acknowledge the Mayor of the City of Wanneroo, Tracey Roberts, and Ian Martinus from the city’s advocacy and 
economic development team, for their cooperation with myself and the state government on this project, as well 
as Andrew McCluskey from Siemens. Synergy between educators and industry groups fosters innovation. I would 
like to thank Michelle Hoad from North Metropolitan TAFE for her interest in being involved in this development. 
Through this, we can better equip our state’s graduates to meet the challenges of a modern, digitalised workforce. 
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